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Passage 1

A math and physics teacher from rural Kenya, who gives away 80% of his monthly income
to help the poor, has won a $1 million prize.

Peter Tabichi was awarded the Global Teacher Prize on Sunday. He teaches at a rural
Kenyan school in Pwani Village, with only one computer, poor Internet and a student-teacher ratio
(FE#) of 58:1. Nearly all his students are from poor families, and almost a third of them have no
parents or only one parent alive.

Tabichi gets online educational content by visiting Internet cafes and uses it offline in class.
He guided the school’s science club, in which students now compete in national and international
competitions. The mathematical science team qualified to compete in the INTEL International
Science and Engineering Fair this year in Arizona. His students also won an award from the Royal
Society of Chemistry after using local plant life to produce electricity.

“This prize does not recognize me but recognizes this great continent’s young people,”
Tabichi said. His students face many challenges, including food shortage, drug abuse, teenage
pregnancies and young marriages. Yet at the Keriko Mixed Day Secondary School where Tabichi
teaches, the number of students has doubled over three years and more of the students are going
on to college.

Tabichi was chosen from 10,000 applicants in 180 countries. He accepted the award from
actor Hugh Jackman. The annual Global Teacher Prize was first launched in 2014 by Sunny
Varkey, founder and chairman of GEMS Education. Now in its fifth year, the Global Teacher
Prize is the largest of its kind. The $1 million award is presented to an exceptional teacher who
has made an outstanding contribution to their profession.

1. What do we know about Peter Tabichi?
A. He enjoys a high enough income to help the poor.
B. He makes a difference to many of his students’ life.
C. He does online teaching in Internet cafes sometimes.
D. He helps take care of parentless students’ daily life.
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away 80% of his monthly income to help the poor, has won a $1 million prize.” 7] %I Peter Tabichi
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2. What do we know about Peter Tabichi’s students?
A. They solved the problem of electricity supply in Pwani.

B. They are trained to compete for various academic awards.



C. They show great potential with the help of Peter Tabichi.
D. They persuade their friends to go to school together.
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3. What does the author intend to do in the last paragraph?
A. Summarize the previous paragraphs.
B. Provide some advice for the readers.
C. Add some background information.
D. Introduce a new topic for discussion.
HE: C
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4. What can be a suitable title for the text?
A. A Rural Kenyan Teacher Guides Students in Competitions
B. A Rural Kenyan Teacher Changes Students’ Life Path
C. A Rural Kenyan Teacher Donates Money to the Poor
D. A Rural Kenyan Teacher Is Awarded a $1 Million Prize
BHZE: D
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Passage 2

In spring, chickens start laying eggs again, bringing a welcome source of protein at winter’s
end. So it’s no surprise that cultures around the world celebrate spring by honoring the egg.

Some traditions are simple, like the red eggs that get baked into Greek Easter breads. Others
upgrade the egg into a fancy art, like the heavily jewel-covered “eggs” that were favored by the
Russians starting in the 19th century.

One ancient form of egg art is egg painting, which comes to us from Ukraine. For centuries,
Ukrainians have been drawing complicated patterns on eggs. Contemporary artists have followed
this tradition and adapted the traditional methods to create eggs that speak to the anxieties of our
age: Life is precious, and delicate. Eggs are, too.

“There’s something about their delicate nature that crazily appeals to me,” says New Yorker



cartoonist Roz Chast. Several years ago, she became interested in egg painting and learned the
traditional Ukrainian technique to draw her very modern characters. “I’ve broken eggs at every
stage of the process—from the very beginning to the very, very end.”

But there’s an appeal in that vulnerability. “There’s part of this sickening horror that I kind of
like, the horror of knowing you’re walking on the edge with this, knowing that it could all fall
apart at any second.” Chast’s designs, such as a worried man alone in a tiny boat, reflect that
delicateness.

Traditional Ukrainian decorated eggs also spoke to those fears. The complex and detailed
patterns were believed to offer protection against evil.

Egg painting art, dating back to 300 B.C., was later absorbed into the Christian church. The
old symbols, however, still survive. A decorated egg with a bird on it, given to a young married
couple, is a wish for children. A decorated egg thrown into the field would be a wish for a good
harvest.

5. What do we learn about the decorated “eggs” in Russia?

A. They are shaped like jewel cases. B. They are heavily painted in red.
C. They are favored as a form of art. D. They are valued by the rich.
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6. Why have contemporary artists continued the tradition of egg painting?
A. Because eggs serve as a symbol of the coming of spring.

B. Because eggs provide a source of protein in winter’s end.

C. Because eggs provide a unique surface to paint on.

D. Because eggs reflect the anxieties of people today.

BHZE: D
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7. Which of the following best explains “vulnerability” underlined in paragraph 5?

A. Delicateness. B. Technique. C. Fear. D. Anxiety.
B A
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8. What is the main idea of the text?



A. Egg painting art preserves traditional and popular symbols.
B. Different cultures have different ways of honoring the egg.
C. Ukrainian egg painting art appeals to contemporary artists.
D. Egg painting art continues and develops in pace with time.
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